
 

Greetings Montana Sea Plane As-
sociation members! It is such an 
honor to represent and serve the 
members of the Montana Sea 
Plane Pilot Association, and I 
would like to say a few words to 
introduce myself as your new 
president.  
 
With twenty seven years of aviation adventures, including fly-
ing contract in the Hawker 400xp, obtaining thousands of 
hours as a MEI, CFII instructor, I can confidently say that fly-
ing sea planes is hands down most fun I have ever experienced 
in aviation! 
 
I have owned and operated a flight school for fourteen years; I 
am actively involved with angel flight, Young Eagles, and I 
help fly rescue dogs to loving homes.  
 
My greatest life accomplishments are my two children, Britney 
and Martin. Both pilots, Martin obtained his single-engine sea 
plane certification just four days after his private pilots license. 
Britney competed with the United States Air Force Academy 
Flying Team for the past four years, and is a 2015 graduate 
from the Air Force Academy. 
 
As a designated pilot examiner and representative of the Feder-
al Aviation Administration, I know that safety is paramount! I 
have high hopes to continue promoting safety through educa-
tion and pilot proficiency and I look to the members of the 
Montana Sea Plane Association to help me accomplish this 
goal by always flying with safety in mind.  
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Page 2 Summer 2015 News 

M ichelle cont iued  

Last winter's ice has melted and the skies are blue; it is a beautiful 
time of year in Montana so dust off your floats get ready for an ex-
citing summer of float plane flying! 
 
Warm regards, 
Michelle Petrina 

Stillwater Landing Splash-In August 2014 



MONTANA SEAPLANE PILOTS ASSOCIATION --- JUNE 6, 2015 GATHERING  
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:30 at the Whitefish Lodge with 17 members and 
guests present.  It was a great turnout, especially with 6 seaplanes that flew in for the 
meeting.  It was a beautiful day, excellent for a flight and perfect docking conditions, no 
wind and lots of assistance, lunch wasn’t shabby either. 
 
Old business:  Ry Keller gave a report on the Montana Aviation Conference in February, 
2015 in Missoula.  MSPA shared a booth with Back Country Flying Experience.  Due to 
the hard work and involvement in the planning of the conference we were able to share 
in the profits of the conference.   We also received a plaque for 10 years attendance, 
thanks to all the work of the present “worker bees” and the past ones.  They played a 
seaplane video constantly and had LOTS of interest.  Next year’s conference is in Hele-
na, MT at the end of February, 2016.  Thanks again to ALL who helped in all stages of 
planning and carrying out those plans. 
Peter Gross attended the Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show in Puyallup, 
also in February.  There was lots of interest in float ratings and we are so lucky to have 
so much water here to enjoy as there is so much water in other states that is restricted.  
(Side: so get out and enjoy it and USE it.) 
Scott Wolff reported on a visit that he and Peter Gross made to Libby to meet with the 
Corp of Engineers regarding a possible port of entry at the north end of Lake Koocanusa.   
The lake is approximately 90 miles long with 42 of that in British Columbia and boats 
continually travel back and forth without any customs.  It would be an awesome location 
for a dock for straight float fliers.  They gave several rides to the authorties and they re-
ally appreciated the flight to see the area from the pilot’s view point.   The meeting was 
felt to be receptive and a positive time. 
Chuck Jarecki spoke about invasive species, both plants and mussels.  We must be 
PROACVTIVE and very diligent to help stop the spread of anything.  SPA has a great 
video regarding how to not infect our waterways.   This stuff is also transportable by 
birds, so just be sure that we are not also part of the problem.  Ask locally if there is a 
problem when going to a new area and be aggressive about maintaining clean floats. 
Ry Keller reported on our website.  It is up and running and since adding a go-pro video 
and an approach to Stillwater Lake, it gets about 1,000+ hits a month.  There is a calen-
dar of events on the site and if you or anyone have anything to add just let him know.  
He is always looking for suggestions for updating. 
Mark Evanoff stated the newsletter is due out shortly and he is really excited about the  
interview that he had with Steve McCaughey, Executive Director of SPA.  So be sure to 
check it out on line.   
Joanne Kembel read the minutes of the last meeting, June 4, 2014 and they were ap-
proved.  She also gave the current treasurer report, which was also approved and in file. 
 
New business: 
Chuck Jarecki asked that all members send a letter to their congressman regarding the 
elimination of the Third Class medical.  Congress needs to make a move on the pending 
legislation.  (It is every pilot’s responsibility, so as you read this make a note to send 
one!!!!)  
A motion was made by Bob Kembel and seconded by Ry Keller that we donate $500.00 
to RAF.  They do so much to help keep our back country open for us and also to keep us 
in the legislative loop.  They need all of our support and help. 
Mark Evanoff asked about the status of the Stillwater Fly-in for this year.   Bill Mont-
gomery stated that the space is available but that he has retired and will not be able to do 
the work necessary for preparation of the event.    Ry Keller said that EAA would spon-
sor it and if possible give some Young Eagle rides.   
Plans were made, but no date, to have the next spring meeting here at the Whitefish 
Lodge.  Ry and Peter will check out for the possibility of a fall meeting in September at 
McGregor Lake.   
Our final order of business was to elect new officers.  Our current President, Nick Ma-
son, has resigned due to the demands of his job.  Our new President is Michelle Petrina,  
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S pring Gather ing By Joanne Kembel  



 
 
 

she is from Whitefish.  Peter Gross remains our Vice-President and Joanne Kembel remains our Secretary/Treasurer. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 followed by a fantastic flight home.   
 
HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER, AND HAPPY, SAFE TRAVELS WITH BLUE SKIES AND BRISK TAILWINDS!!!! 

Joanne Kembel, Sec/Tres 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Here is a link to a video of the Beaver coming in to dock 

https://youtu.be/6Y03KKcs7SI 

 

 

S pring Gather ing By Joanne Kembel—continued  



 

Interview with SP A’s S teve M cGaughey  

 
At the 2015 Sun-n-Fun fly-in, MSPA newsletter editor, Mark Evanoff, had occasion to sit down with Steve McCaughey of the 
Seaplane Pilots Association (SPA) for an interview covering seaplane related topics. 
 
MSPA 
“We’re here with Steve McCaughey, Executive Director of the Seaplane Pilots Assn. First of all, I’d like to thank you for all 
you do on behalf of the rest of us in the float flying community. I’ve had occasion to attend several of your forums and work-
shops recently and obviously you’re passionate about the subject. 
 
Ask any pilot about seaplanes and a smile typically breaks across their face. What do you think it is about flying floats that so 
intrigues aviators. 
Steve 
“It’s such uncharted territory for the average pilot. We live in a time when our flying is very controlled and it has the threats of 
becoming more controlled all the time, and for me harkening back to my childhood growing up with Chalk’s airlines, when I 
could ride my bike around the local airport and stick my head in hangars. What I think is really interesting right now is that 
through seaplanes we can give the general public access to airplanes that they can’t get because they’re locked behind fences 
and you need badges to get close to airplanes. One of the things I think seaplanes can do today for general aviation is that they 
can actually inspire and give the next generation their first physical contact with an airplane because here again they don’t 
have the access that I would’ve had years ago. But if you look at seaplanes, if you look at the public perception, and I have a 
great catalog of movies and television shows and media…. If you look at Indiana Jones has seaplanes appear in Indiana Jones, 
fantasy island the ultimate romantic adventure…. If we go back all of us have the Pan Am clipper ships burned into our brains 
and there’s a sense of adventure thats associated with seaplanes… the fact that Charles Lindbergh flew seaplanes. They did so 
because there weren’t runways, we didn’t need any infrastructure, so going back to the early roots of seaplane flying, sea-
planes were able to go places that no other people or airplanes could go, so that sense of adventure that we romantically asso-
ciate seaplanes with exists out of reality and even today within five to ten to fifteen minutes, even from a metropolis you can 
generally get to a remote lake someplace that most people can’t get. You don’t have access. There will aways be X number of 
runways but there will always be a lot more lakes and rivers and bodies of water, so we’ll always have an infinite number 
more of landing potential areas for seaplanes than you would have with a land airplane. 
 
MSPA 
“General aviation has been facing some challenges lately,aging pilot population, fuel costs, and an aging fleet of aircraft. The 
emergence of light sport aircraft has seemingly revitalized interest in general aviation. Are you see a similar resurgence in sea-
planes and float flying due to light sport and light sport amphibs. 
 
STEVE 
“Well its amazing if you look at the light sport airplanes that are out on the market, it’s remarkable. Walking around Oshkosh 
in particular you’ll notice you have the carbon cubs, the cub crafters product made to be equipped with amphibious floats, you 
have the searey product, you have the Seamax product, Aventura, Legend now that has gone into production with their own 
floats. When I look at the Icon, the MVP, the list goes on and on, I would safely say that probably 70% of all the light sport 
airplanes being made today or that are coming out to the marketplace are either designed to be a seaplane from scratch or are 
designed to be equipped with amphibious floats, which is really interesting considering we represent only 3% of the pilot pop-
ulation, that 70% has an estimate of the light sport airplanes being equipped or produced in a way that can be floated.  
 
MSPA 
“So it’s a harbinger of good things to come!” 
 
STEVE 
“It is, it is! And we’re actually seeing an uptick in peoples interest in seaplane flying and getting their rating. So while the rest 
of general aviation is in the decline, in many ways when you look at the community we’re seeing a massive upsurgence and 
popularity and passion for seaplanes.  
 
MSPA 
“That’s outstanding! Part of the general population has an aversion to the presence of lead in some of our fuels. Do you feel 
that the newly formulated unleaded fuel as well as new diesel power plants will aid us in preserving landing privileges as they 
exist as well as perhaps open new ones? 
 
STEVE! 
“Great question! Addressing the leaded fuel as it exists today, I think that the concerns are very highly over publicized. I know 
there’s an organization in Oregon right now that has a whole website dedicated to essentially destroying general aviation. 
Their charter is to get rid of the inequality of general aviation in the population because they are selling this as privileged ac-
cess situation and they are saying that we pollute the air with lead, we spread pollutants and all of these other misnomers. 
Leaded fuel was around for cars for the longest time. If you look at all the other environmental contributors right now that are 
degrading airplanes in the nation’s active fleet at most. Our contribution to the total amount of lead or pollutants in the  



 
environment is a very insignificant amount. So I really have to say that about lead. I think that while we want to do everything 
we can to get rid of lead in our environment and our fuels, at the same time theres a sense of putting the science into it where 
you say well how much is really being introduced into the environment. That is a very small amount. 
 
MSPA 
“I wonder if once it is removed if it will facilitate some waterside fueling facilities, such as marina’s have, for nourishing the 
needs of the emerging light sport and perhaps GA aircraft that can burn the newer product that’s free of lead. 
 
STEVE 
“Well, we actually don’t see…. it’s interesting to have the lead issue come up because our having our eye on this website and 
this non-profit in Oregon that’s trying to spread nationwide, again making lead the discussion… it’s never come up for us in a 
waterways discussion. The lack of availability of 100ll fuel is really just because there’s so little demand for it in a marina. If 
we had more seaplanes flying,if you found areas where there was more reason for a seaplane base, like Tavares, or here in 
Florida in particular, 100ll was very common in marina’s because airboats burn it, so the boaters are burning leaded fuel here 
and they do that in Alaska. There’s a lot of airboat activity in Alaska which is very interesting because most people wouldn’t 
know they use airboats in Alaska, but on the permafrost and in the different kinds of rocky shallow rivers they have in Alaska, 
airboats are the most effective way, so there’s a lot of 100ll availability. The diesel fuel and auto gas and other alternatives are 
going to be good for the environment ultimately. I think that auto gas alternatives are going to be good for us for access for 
fueling conditions but I think it has less to do with the lead issue and more with the fact that there’s just not enough demand 
for our fuel in those centers. 
 
MSPA 
“Steve, just a few more questions. We’ve seen declining attendance at our primary splash-in in Montana over the last 10 
years. It’s actually plummeted and, uh, we’ve advertised nationally in SPA magazine and AOPA and I’m wondering if you 
have any suggestions for reinvigorating attendance aside from perhaps increased advertising for fly-in events like this. We’ve 
done our own self analysis and once again it falls back on some of the declines in general aviation enthusiasm because of fuel 
cost and just a myriad of factors but do you have any suggestions for us on how to pump that back up? 
 
STEVE 
“Lets work on that problem! You have my commitment to help you on that. Let’s see what we can do as an association to 
bring more awareness from within the community. But I would say that overall, with the decreasing general aviation pilot pop-
ulation, I put the blame on us as pilots. More than environmental factors, more than insurance costs, more than aircraft costs, 
there are affordable ways to fly. But while we’ve seen this massive decline and receding number of pilots in the U.S. the Har-
ley Davidson craze come around. Now Harley Davidson was in bankruptcy and then a show was created call Orange County 
Choppers. All of a sudden everyone has to own a chopper, everyone has to own a Harley Davidson, and they did so in a time 
that wasn’t necessarily.. it was pre-2008 with the fall of the economy and that hit the market very hard but they did it at a time 
when people weren’t thinking in that direction but they made it publicly popular through media. And that’s something I’m 
very involved in in getting seaplanes placed in different media outlets. We’ve done music videos with Zach Brown, we’ve 
placed them on “The Bachelor” show, we’ve placed them on Martha Stewart, we’ve taken the Travel Channel to Greenville 
for the International event in Maine. And so I’m very big about bringing media to seaplanes because I think we need to sell 
ourselves. All too often the aviation community stays segmented where we only talk to our own kind and we don’t spent 
enough time engaging the Boy Scouts, the Kiwanis club, the Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce. Going and talking to 
the Civil Air Patrol, that’s outside of seaplanes, but it’s pre-qualified aviation. I think that we need to involve our civic leaders, 
we need to see seaplanes involved in other non-seaplane events or aviation events. Mix with car shows, mix with craft fairs, 
state fairs, county fairs. Bring the awareness to the general public. People are attracted to seaplanes like a magnet but we just 
have to get on their radar screen, we’re not even on their radar screen. So I think that from our perspective we just to have 
market outside of our general trains of thought, we have to do that mindfully with one, the GA crowd.. the nonseaplane crowd 
would be the first obviously pre-qualified place to go but then who do we go to where we may be able to convert people with 
people that have means and here get the business community who are the local rotary club things like that we need to spread 
out in that direction. Tourist development… we need to get together with the Tourism development councils and promote 
seaplanes as a way of economic development and tourism. And so I would sell the event. 
 
MSPA 
“Well thank you for that offer and perhaps prior to our next event we’ll avail ourselves of that kind offer. Last question, Steve, 
in Montana we have an abundance of float friendly water, as you’re probably aware of. Any chance we’ll see you up our way 
anytime soon? 
 
STEVE! 
“Boy I hope so…I can’t get there fast enough! It’s challenging, when I came to the position I offered to the board of SPA that 
I’m going to travel. If you hire me I’m going to travel more than anyone you've ever hired. I like being in the field, in front of 
people, doing my work. And getting their feedback, listening to people and hearing what their concerns are, and hopefully 
spreading my passion as the designated cheerleader for the organization and community. And right now I’m doing about 32 
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Interview with SP A’s S teve M cGaughey - cont inued 

events a year and the problem with our small staff and the fact that I wear so many hats and a lot of the large scale projects that 
we’re working on right now is that paring back some of our events in the short run to get more big picture projects done. But I 
am trying to go to new places that we haven’t gotten to in the past. I’m doing Minnesota twice this year, I had previously not 
gone to any events in Minnesota but I’m sacrificing Alaska which is very difficult. SPA will have presence there but I won’t 
be there. And we’re currently working on our first permanent headquarters building which will be largely dedicated to educa-
tion in the community outreach. We’re negotiating the property right now we’re trying to raise more money than we’ve ever 
raised historically to build that completely outside of member money and some of these big picture benefit projects are requir-
ing more time in the office. So I do want to get to Montana soon. 
 
MSPA 
“Well you are most welcome when you do. 
 
STEVE 
“And I can’t get there fast enough! It’s a hard conundrum. We’re actually looking to hire more people so that I can get on the 
road more and the office doesn’t have to shut down. Right now we have two full time people, myself and one, and we’re main-
taining 6,000 members. The two of us are also do all the logistics for the foundation, magazines, scholarship, road shows, ad-
vocacy issues, building websites, we’re doing all of that so there has been a limitation from the standpoint of labor…. we need 
more volunteers and we need more employees and ultimately more money to do that and we’re in some transitions that will 
facilitate that right now. 
 
MSPA 
“Well, Steve, thank you so much for your time. I applaud your 
efforts with regards to the foundation and the scholarship program 
for our aviation tracking youth. Thank you so much for being here. 
 
STEVE 
“Thank you 

 
 
 



2009 FLIGHT TO THE YELOWKNIFE FLY-IN AND THE ARCTIC  
"by Bob and Joanne Kembel" 

From the Archives!  

This is one of the many trips north that we, my wife Joanne and I, have taken in our C-185 Amphibious plane and 
we were really looking forward to heading north once again. Joanne and I have flown to Yellowknife, NWT, sev-
eral times to take in their Bi-Annual Midnight Sun Float Plane Fly-In. In 2009, we went there and also planned to 
fly further north after the Fly-In. We left from St. Ignatius on July 23rd and flew to Springbank, Alberta for Cana-
dian customs. Customs was not a problem and while waiting for our turn to get gas we noticed a beautiful, shiny 
DC-3 on the ramp. It had been flown in by the owner from Seattle. We were given a tour and it was in like new, 
truly mint condition: what a TREAT!!!! Also on the ramp were several new Cirrus Airplanes and the reps were 
there and were showing off their planes and serving hamburgers and hotdogs. We took advantage of the great 
food, gassed up the 185 and flew off for High Level, Alberta. We spent the night here after a total time flying 
from home of about 6 ½ hours. It was a super beginning to the trip and a great flying day. 
The next morning we took off for the 2 hour flight to Yellowknife. The last hour of the flight is across the west 
end of the Great Slave Lake. This is a huge lake and looking easterly you would think you were crossing an 
ocean. The motor always seems to run rough when your half way across the lake!!! We spent three nights here 
and took in the various programs offered by the Fly-in; tours of Buffalo Joes DC-3’s; listening to veteran Bush 
pilots talk about their experiences and seeing old photos; fine dining and just talking, or kicking tires, with fellow 
pilots. 
 
After the Fly-in we headed north towards Coppermine (a.k.a. Kugluktuk). After filing a flight note, our plans 
called for two nights along the Coppermine River and then on to Coppermine for fuel. Our flight to this area in-
volves flying over many lakes and rivers, but it is mostly flat, empty and very remote country. The trip takes about 
3 hours and just before we get to “camp“ we crossed the famous 66 33‘ mark, the Arctic Circle. Just prior to our 
destination, there is a huge plateau area where we normally see musk ox; they are such huge, beautiful animals 
and we were lucky enough to see several small herds. We flew on to camp which is located at the confluence of 
the Dismal and the Coppermine Rivers. The site is on a bench above both rivers and offers stunning views of the 
surrounding area. But this is also a haven for mosquitoes and black flies, but with our bug tent for cooking and 
head nets, we were just fine. We fished for Arctic Char and grayling, caught several of each and were treated to a 
gourmet dinner. We went for a walk while here and carried our 12 gauge shot gun with slugs and triple-aught 
shot. In this area there are tundra grizzlies and we have seen them before. During this hike we did see some cari-
bou and a beautiful, large white wolf. He was only about 25 yards away and acted as if he had never seen a human 
before, which he probably hadn’t. He pretty much kept his distance and circled slowly around us and then took 
off. It was quite a sight and that is part of why we like this area. 
 
After our two nights stay here we departed for Coppermine. Prior to leaving we had a lone, huge caribou come 
right through camp and swam across the river. What a sight!!!! It’s about an hour flight to Coppermine and it is 
pretty much straight north along the Coppermine River. Coppermine is located where the river flows into the Cor-
onation Gulf, it‘s a small community that has a great airport, a small hotel, restaurant, a Co-op for groceries and 
gas and several Canadian government offices. The majority of the residences are Natives and it is one of the few 
communities north of Yellowknife. Prior to leaving Montana, Bob had called the Co-op here to make sure avia-
tion gas was available. We bought a barrel of gas so it would be there when we arrived. The only problem with a 
barrel is that you have to pump the gas by hand into the airplane. We had not brought a pump but we were able to 
borrow a hand pump from one of the local pilots. This normally would work great except the hose wasn’t long 
enough to reach the fuel tanks, as amphibious planes tend to be a “little” taller than the average one. We then had 
to hand-pump the gas into our emergency 6 gallon containers and then transfer the gas into the tanks. This process 
took a couple of hours, but this is all part of flying in remote areas. Once we had full fuel and had also filled our 6 
gallon container, we were ready to go. 
 
Our next leg was to head towards Colville Lake, which is westerly of Coppermine and north of Great Bear Lake. 
Prior to leaving we filed another flight note which would take us ultimately to Norman Wells along the Mackenzie 
River. Our plans were to stay a night at Blue Nose Lake, which is known for having a huge caribou herd and we 
were hoping to see it. We left Coppermine for Blue Nose Lake, which would be about an hour’s flight. About a 
half hour into the flight we heard a little sound from the motor and then smelled something hot. We didn’t know 
what happened until we checked the instruments and saw that the alternator wasn’t charging. Out in the middle of 
no where and without anybody else flying with us, this can be a little nerve racking. We had to decide whether to 
go on to Blue Nose or fly back to Coppermine. We do carry a spare alternator belt, so we decided to fly on. We 
turned off all the electrical instruments, including the GPS, and so now we were navigating by compass, which 
isn’t real accurate, that far north, and the charts (sort of old style piloting!!). When we got to Blue Nose Lake we 
observed that 90%, or more, of the lake was still covered with thick, white, mushy ice. The beach area that we 
planned on staying at was ice free, but we were concerned about winds blowing ice into it.  



If that happened it could be several days before it would open up. We thought this might not be the smart thing to 
do and decided to fly on and go to the north end of Colville Lake, where we knew of a cabin. This would be about 
3 more hours of flight time without an alternator, so off we went and with the use of the trusty charts we found the 
cabin- no problem. By the time we got there it was late, but the midnight sun means light nearly all night long. We 
were happy to have landed and now parked on the water. The cabin that we stayed in is owned by Margaret and 
Bern Brown of Colville Lake. We have not stayed at this cabin before and when we got there the front door was 
ply boarded over, but part of the ply board had been ripped, torn and pulled off by someone who wanted in. No 
damage was done to the inside but it was a mess and we spent sometime cleaning it up. Then cocktails, another 
super dinner and a quiet evening was just what made it a perfect time before calling it a day. 
 
We got up to bright sunshine and had a great breakfast of fresh fish that Bob had just caught. Bob then took the 
cowling off the plane and proceeded to replace the alternator belt. The old one was shredded and he could only 
find small parts of it. Afterwards, he fired up the plane and everything looked and worked good. So we packed up 
and planned to go visit Margaret and Bern at community of Colville Lake. As we were taxing out and preparing 
for take off, Bob was adjusting his seat and searching for his seat belt when he slipped and moved backward on 
the seat. His fingers were near the hinge and the hinge sliced off a healthy ¼ inch of his middle finger. Blood was 
everywhere and it hurt like hell. Joanne grabbed a towel, wrapped the finger and the hand as we continued taxing, 
but slowly. Once we figured out what had happened and got the bleeding under control we decided we would 
stillfly onto Colville Lake. This was not easy as Bob could not use his right hand, but fortunately Joanne is a pilot 
and knew how to operate the throttle, mixture, flaps, etc., so with a little guidance from Bob, who possibly was in 
shock, we got airborne and made the 15 minute flight. When we arrived at their dock the wind was blowing and 
the area we had for tie up was very small and we had to worry about boats and shallow water. Somehow we ma-
neuvered between obstacles by doing some fancy one and a half hand paddling and then Joanne leaping to the 
dock to keep the plane from hitting a boat, but we made it. Bern and Margaret were at their house and saw what 
was going on but they could only watch us. Bern is in his upper 80’s and was in a wheelchair/walker due to hip 
replacement only a couple of weeks before this and Margaret had some serious medical ailments, which made 
walking very difficult. We told them what had happened and Margaret, with her excellent medical knowledge, 
helped by putting Bob’s finger in some saline solution, cleaning it up, and then taping it up good with some gauze. 
After the finger was taped up and for the time okay, they called the Clinic in Norman Wells and told them what 
had happened and that we would be flying in that afternoon to be looked at. Meanwhile, Bern is an artist and we 
wanted to look at some of his paintings. He also is a Catholic priest and they have a church on their property and a 
small museum, all of which he built himself. We did a tour of the museum, but we really wanted to get to Norman 
Wells. We departed the dock area with no problem and were on our way. We knew when we left Coppermine the 
day before that we possibly would need more gas to make it to Norman Wells. To be on the safe side, we found a 
lake enroute to land on and added more fuel. This was not easy to do with one hand, but we got the job done. Our 
trip on into Norman Wells was uneventful. We tied up, got our luggage, a taxi and went immediately to the Clinic. 
At the clinic there were two nurses and the doctor; nobody else. We were really lucky as they only have a doctor 
in-house every 6 weeks or so. They couldn’t have been nicer or more helpful, also plenty of humor!!! They got 
Bob all patched up, even put on a splint to protect the end of his finger. Almost no paper work and we were never 
billed for the service. We planned on staying in Norman Wells but found out there were no rooms available. One 
of the nurses at the clinic did have a friend who was a manager of a motel and through some silver tongue persua-
sion; we were able to get a room, benefits of a small community. After we checked in it was beer time, and we 
both needed it now that what had happen had really started to sink in.  The next morning we were heading on to 
Watson Lake. We fueled, prepared for our flight and notified Flight Service. The flight to Watson Lake is over 
some very remote and partially mountainous land. It is about a 4 hour flight and the weather was pretty good, ex-
cept for some thunderstorms. We were told that there were fires in the area north of Watson Lake. The area we 
flew over is called the Nahanni, and on the Nahanni River there is a water falls called Virginia Falls, which is 
HUGE and very, very beautiful. It is in a National Park and you must have permission to land on the river to visit 
it. We have been there before and have seen the falls up close and personal, but this time we just flew over them; 
even at this altitude you can hear the roar of the falls. On the way to Watson Lake we did start encountering smoke 
and it got relatively thick. We tried to stay out of it as best we could, but visibility was probably only a couple 
miles. We were very happy to finally get through the smoky area and land at Watson Lake. Here the local pilots 
have built a covered area for camping and it is a great place to stop over for the night. We put up our tent, had 
cocktails, dinner, went for a walk and slept very soundly in the nice cool, smoky air. 
 
The next day we were off to a lake that we have been to before and it is about 1½ hours flying time from Watson 
Lake. It is a lake that offers unbelievable views of snow capped mountains, is really remote and has good rainbow 
fishing. Plus it has a wonderful campsite and we moved right in for the night. 

From the Archives—cont inued 



The next morning we again ate fresh fish, packed up and headed for Prince George, 3 hours away. We were within 
an hour of Prince George, when we noticed some blue streaks under the right wing. A closer look revealed leaking 
gas, which helped explain what Bob thought was more gas being burned than usual. We did run out of gas on that 
wing but had plenty on the left side to make it to Prince George. Once on the ground we could see that there was 
an awful bad leak somewhere in the bladder. We decided to fuel up and head for Nelson, BC. The trip would take 
about 3 hours over some pretty mountainous terrain with many lakes to land on if we should need to. Bob ended 
up putting just a couple hours worth of gas in the right tank and planned to use it first, which we did, or at least 
half of it before it ran out on the wing. The left tank had plenty of gas to finish the trip to Nelson. Nelson is a beau-
tiful little town on the West Arm of the Kootenai River. The airport is right in town along the river and you can 
walk from the airport to the downtown area and to the hotels, etc. We have always enjoyed staying in Nelson after 
our camping trips. This time it was particularly nice since we were not only concerned about our leaking bladder, 
but one very sore finger. 
 
We had a good nights sleep, had a super breakfast (no fresh fish this time!) We walked to the airport, fueled up for 
our approximate 2½ hour trip to St. Ignatius, notified customs and filed a flight plan to Porthill. The Customs 
building is on the highway and to get to it, you can land on a grass strip and taxi to within a 100 yards of the build-
ing, it is a very convenient. The custom personnel are always friendly and it is our favorite place to cross. Once 
through customs, we have about a 1½ hour flight back to St. Ignatius. We had a great trip even with all the mis-
haps that occurred along the way. We flew 31 hours on this trip and 99% of the trip was awesome. It was not our 
first time north and will not be the last either. The main thing was that we made it back safely and still smiling. 
Once the dirt and bugs get washed off the plane and the camping gear is cleaned up, and the finger healed up, it 
seemed like we should NOW be going again!!! AND WE WILL !!!  
 
Here’s to tailwinds!!!!  
 
Bob and Joanne Kembel 

From the Archives—cont inued 
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By James Wynbrandt, Photos By Jim Koepnick 

With the use of seaplanes climb-
ing worldwide and the supply of 
available stalwarts like the Cessna 
206 and the de Havilland Twin 
Otter shrinking, the marketplace 
has begun to respond to consumer 
demand. Look no farther than the 
Viking Twin Otter, the new ver-
sion of the venerable Canadian 
original, for proof. But putting an 
airplane back into production is 
an expensive proposition, and in a 
time of finite resources, alterna-
tive solutions may be required—
the kind of practical adaptation 
floatplane pilots can identify with. 
Take the Cessna 185, a highly 
sought-after platform for mount-
ing on floats. No one's standing 
on the dock waiting for Cessna to 
put the model back into produc-
tion, so Wipaire, manufacturer of the Wipline family of floats, has stepped into the void to create the Wipaire 
Boss 182. "It's a concept based on one fundamental principle—that we are running out of Cessna 185s," said Bri-
an Addis, Wipaire's training instructor and maintenance and engineering check pilot. "We asked ourselves, 'What 
mods can we do to make [the 182] behave as well as the 185 or better, and take advantage of fact there are so 
many 182s?' They are ubiquitous, comparatively speaking, to the 185." 
 
 
On The Ramp 
We were on the ramp in early March admiring N580WA, the first Boss 182, at Wipaire's new facility at Leesburg 
Municipal Airport (LEE) in Central Florida. "Cessna doesn't build 185s anymore, and there's nothing to replace 
them," said Addis, who had come down from the Wipaire headquarters in South St. Paul, Minn., to showcase the 
aircraft. "The 182 comes close, but the engine [Lycoming's 230-hp IO-540] is too underpowered."  
 

From firewall to floats, the Boss 182 is out to change business as usual 



The Wipaire facility was scheduled to have its public opening the following day, coinciding with a safety seminar 
the company organized for floatplane pilots, and its hangar was filled with long tables and scores of chairs. The 
event would also mark the debut of the Boss 182, and N580WA was to be the star attraction at the gathering. 
 
The Boss 182's primary features are an upgraded powerplant, gross 
weight increases and an improved, laser-directed gear advisory sys-
tem, all atop a pair of Wipline 3000 amphibious floats. The combina-
tion of powerplants and gross weight increases vary among some 
models, but the top-of-the-line enhancement is aimed at later models, 
the 182S and the 182T.  
For these two models, the firewall-forward portion of the conversion 
is built around the 315-hp Lycoming IO-580-B1A engine mated with 
a Hartzell carbon-fiber HC-F3YR-1AN/NG8301-3 Trailblazer pro-
peller, the most powerful new engine conversion available for the 
182. (A natural composite MT propeller is also available, and other 
propeller options await certification.) The engine upgrade includes 
new heavy-duty engine mounts, new prop governor, a 90-amp alter-
nator and a digital engine monitor. For extra oomph, the engine can 
be ported and polished to increase the maximum power to 340 hp. 
The company is acquiring 182s to convert on spec and will also pro-
vide conversions for current owners.  
 
Weather in Leesburg was dreary, with the auto-
mated weather reporting visibility at 2.5 miles at 
one point, though the tower said it was actually 
three, allowing VFR operations to continue. The 
low ceilings and a smoky haze underscored anoth-
er benefit of flying seaplanes: one rarely needs to 
climb above 1,000 agl or awl, so it's possible to 
operate the aircraft in conditions that might 
ground other VFR operations. Not that the Boss 
182 can't handle soup. Options for upgrading the 
panel include Garmin 500 and 400 series GPS 
WAAS avionics, as well as custom cabin enter-
tainment systems. 
 
In The Air 
Starting and operating the Boss 182 on land is just 
like on any other high-wing Cessna piston single, 
except that you're sitting up a little higher. Keep-
ing the engine at about 800 rpm while taxiing 
minimizes the P factor, making it easy to keep the 
aircraft tracking straight ahead. Gentle taps on 
individual brakes are all it takes to steer. Howev-
er, you can just about spin a circle in place with 
aggressive, controlled use of power and braking.  
 
Ten degrees of flaps are used for takeoff on land (20 degrees everywhere else), and with a rotation speed of 55 
knots, the Boss is ready to fly before it feels like it is, and peels itself away from the earth. Accelerate to Vy of 80 
knots, and the IO-580 boot-straps the Boss aloft at about 1,000 fpm at 3,500 pounds. This isn't Wipaire's first for-
ay into the engine cowl. The company also offers a an IO-550 engine upgrade for the Cessna 206, providing bet-
ter performance, quieter operations, and up to 200 pounds in added gross weight, thanks to the engine's ability to 
deliver 300-plus horsepower continuously. (Wipare also offers a variety of airframe mods, including for the 206, 
wingtip and door upgrades.)   
 

Adding Oomph To A Modest Amphib—continued 



We weren't going far—just to Lake Dora, some five nm miles east to sample the Boss's performance on water, and 
its new advisory system. If we were going on a cross-country, using the same 24 inches/2,400 rpm cruise power 
setting Addis prefers at a higher altitude, "you'll see 135 knots TAS all day long," he said.  After lining up with the 
wind streaks and thumping down on the lake, we pushed the throttle full forward, got up on the step, and in about 
eight seconds were in the air, much more sprightly performance by far than a stock 182 on floats. We could have 
carried a lot more gear with us, too, stowed just about wherever we wanted to put it, thanks to the gross weight 
increase choices the Boss offers.  
 
The 182's stock airframe needs strengthening to support the gross weight increases. How much it's beefed up gov-
erns the amount of extra weight they can haul (all predicated on operations utilizing the Wipline 3000 floats). The 
gross weight increase to 3,500 pounds for takeoff (3,350 when landing) is available for the 182S and 182T 
equipped with the IO-580 conversion, and on 182Q and 182R models equipped with an AirPlains IO-550 conver-
sion. 

 

A gross weight increase to 3,370 pounds for takeoff and 3,350 for landing is available for the Cessna 182P, 182Q 
and 182R when equipped with the AirPlains IO-550 engine conversion, as well as for the 182S and 182T when 
equipped with the IO-580 conversion, and an increase to 3,250 for takeoff and 3,250 for landing is available for Q, 
R, S and T models with a four-point strut configuration. The majority of Wipaire's gross weight increases require 
installation of four-point float struts, but an increase to 3,250 pounds (3,100 for landing) is available for aircraft 
equipped with the three-point configuration. Conversion kits are available to upgrade the existing three-point strut 
configurations to the four-point design. The conversion also gives operators more loading flexibility with its great-
ly improved forward CG envelope. No need anymore to add weight to the baggage compartment to keep the air-
craft within CG when carrying two people in front with full fuel, or four people with half tanks. The improved gear 
advisory system adds an additional level of comfort. 
 
Wipaire developed the advisory system independently of the engine/airframe upgrade, but serendipitously, both 
projects were ready to bring to market at the same time, following about five years of work.  
 
With a background in industrial psychology, Addis has some worthwhile insights into the benefits of the new, third
-generation system. Second-generation systems use aural alerts as a reminder, saying, "Gear up for water landing," 
and, "Gear down for runway landing", based on airspeed and gear position. They didn't distinguish what surface 
the aircraft was over. The new system offers "smart capabilities" with its laser.  It's one thing to check the gear in 
an SEL—you want it down when you're landing. But in an amphib, you could either want it down or up, depending 
on what you're landing on, and the nagging annunciations can be tuned out by a busy or tired pilot. With the laser 
system, "The difference here is that it remains silent," Addis said. "It doesn't say anything unless something's 
wrong." “The training procedure is quite simple…if it says something is wrong, execute a go-around. “ 
 
The brains behind the "smart" system is a laser capable of detecting whether the aircraft is over land or water—
even if the water is dead calm. The laser is mounted under the wing, and ensuring the lens is clean is part of the 
preflight. The system is active whenever the aircraft is at or below 500 feet agl or awl. A small square display on 
the panel is illuminated when active, and the word "land" or "water" is shown, based on what's below, instantly 
responding to terrain changes. Even passing over small ponds, the display changes from "land" to "water" and back 
again. 
 
This means the system can compare the surface below with the configuration of the landing gear. If configured 
properly, the system stays quiet. But if you've pulled back power for a landing, and the laser recognizes that you're 
over water and the gear is down (or conversely your gear is up and you're landing on asphalt), at 50 feet above the 
surface, it says, "Check gear," indicating the malposition.   

It's a concept based on one fundamental principle—that we are run-

ning out of Cessna 185s.  

Adding Oomph To A Modest Amphib—continued 



"The training procedure is quite simple," Addis, who's responsible for transitioning pilots stepping into the Boss 
182, says. "If it says something is wrong, execute a go-around—it's not a landing," as Wipaire considers 50 feet of 
altitude insufficient to reconfigure the aircraft. 
 
The laser system has an additional advisory function: Following a departure from land, Addis left the gear down 
as a preoccupied floatplane pilot might. Ninety seconds later, we got a, "Check gear," aural alert. No ambiguity 
here about the situation or the corrective action needed. Wipaire hopes that insurance companies will eventually 
recognize the safety enhancement that the system provides, and lower the insurance rates for equipped float-
planes. 
 
Meanwhile, Wipaire is sourcing and converting 182s in anticipation of a waiting market, and has already sold 
three, according to aircraft sales representative Brittnie Brink, and the company appears to have hit their targets 
on both performance and price. Wipaire plans to convert five or six per year, each requiring some five months of 
work. Boss 182s are priced at "around $500,000 with a new panel, new paint, new interior, a big gross weight 
increase, new engine and new floats," Brink said. The cost varies based on the airframe, avionics and other op-
tions selected. "It might be $500,000 and $600,000," she said. "We're trying to make it affordable. That was our 
goal." �    
Link to the full article: http://www.planeandpilotmag.com/aircraft/pilot-reports/wipaire/adding-oomph-to-a-
modest-amphib.html#.VaM3al9VhBc 
 
 
 
 

Adding Oomph To A Modest Amphib—continued 



 
 

S eaplane P ictures  

The Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum is an aviation museum which displays a number of 
military and civilian aircraft and spacecraft, most notably, the Hughes H-4 Hercules "Spruce 
Goose". 



ON A LIGHTER NOTE  by R y Ke ller  

The Montana Aviation Conference in Missoula this year was well attended. We were presented with a plaque 
honoring ten years of participation at the conference.  Our association had a booth with Back Country Flying 
Experience. The booth was staffed by Peter Gross, Ry Keller and Morgan Araldi, and Perry Brown. 

This is a link to an informative presentation on what we can do as Seaplane operators 
to reduce the risk of unwittingly transporting invasive species to our waterways. 
 
www.aopa.org/Education/Safety-Videos/How-to-Stop-the-Spread-of-Invasive-Plants-and-Animals-by-
Seaplane.aspx#ooid=VxaGNjYjoZhzItDUj4ILegJQ77DAPQMk 
 
c-spa.org/v2/uploads/PNW-IAS_outreachFeb2013.pdf 

One really neat item that the CSPA has added is a Goggle maps of great water landing areas. Washington 
water landing spots   

We have had a great year for visitors to our web page.  Over 1000 visitors per month on average.  Check out 
many updates at www.mtseaplanes.org.  Make sure you visit the Calendar page and find all the seaplane 
events for the year!! 

Web S tuff B y R y Kel ler  

IN VASIVE  SPECIES  VIDEO —FOR SE AP LANES! 

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=p&msa=0&msid=104896879564913515580.0004671108cb56b56832f&ll=48.144098,-122.266846&spn=2.565809,4.669189&z=7&source=embed
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=p&msa=0&msid=104896879564913515580.0004671108cb56b56832f&ll=48.144098,-122.266846&spn=2.565809,4.669189&z=7&source=embed
http://mtseaplanes.org/home


 
 

MONTANA SEAPLANE PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
www.mtseaplanes.org 
 
Dues: January – December 
_____ $15.00 per year 
_____ $25.00 per couple 
_____ $60.00 for 5 year membership 
_____ $100.00 for 5 year couple membership 
Please fill out this form completely and mail to: 
 
Joanne Kembel P.O. Box 700 St. Ignatius, MT 59865 406-745-0969 joanne@mtseaplanes.org 
 
Name___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_________________________ State_____________ Zip_______________________ 
 
Home Phone________________________ Business Phone_________________________ 
 
Type of Pilot’s License  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Type of Aircraft you fly ___________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address____________________________________________________________ 
 
Payment Method: Check Number:____________________ Amount:________________ 
 
 
The Montana Seaplane Pilot’s Association is a hobby type, recreational, sport flying organization. The 
newsletter is an amateur production intended only for the edification and entertainment of the association’s 
members. It contains information, suggestions and ideas from other members. If you have questions about 
ideas or suggestions from the newsletter, you should cross check the information prior to its use. 
The social events and fly-ins reported in the newsletter are suggestions only and, because of location, type 
of airport, surrounding terrain, etc., all events reported may not be suitable for attendance by all club 
members. Prior to attending an event in the newsletter, each member should review the proposed event site 
and, based on that and the flying experience of the pilot/member, assess the capability of the pilot to 
successfully and safely attend the event. The Montana Seaplane Pilots Association assumed no 
responsibility or liability for the contents of the newsletter or for the damages resulting from attendance at 
events reported in the newsletter. Visit our website for more information: www.mtseaplanes.org 
 

I t’s Time to R enew Your M embership!  



Name this S eaplane  


