
Montana Seaplane Pilots Association

Minutes

June 10, 2009

Polson Airport FBO

The annual meeting of MSPA was called to order at 12:00 noon with Welcome burgers. 
Twenty-six members were in attendance.  Minutes were read and approved and the Treasurer’s 
report was given.  We presently have $4,402.35 in our account.

OLD BUSINESS

Jack Konitz was unable to attend but Larry Ashcraft reported that he is still in the process 
of investigating the possibility of creating a poster for our association or to create one that 
includes other flying clubs.

B.C. ELT 406:  There is a change in crossing into Canada.  The ELT 406 is no longer necessary 
for Canadian travel.  No alternative has been given.

John reported that the docks are in and ready to use.

NEW BUSINESS

Newsletter:  Bob Kembel volunteered to do the fall newsletter.

M.P.A.:  Report was given by Chuck Jarecki.  John McKenna met with Jill Kimball, the 
administrative chief of the U.S. Forest Service in Washington, D.C., to discuss present and 
future forest plans.

A.O.M.:  Larry explained the purpose of this organization and will be President for one more 
year.  Someone needs to step up after next year.  He stressed the importance of our being a 
part of this organization because it gives seaplanes credibility.  He reminded us of their 
website that we can go to for information.

Columbia Seaplane Pilots Association:  Bureau of Reclamation?  Compiling list?

Chuck traveled to their meeting and gave us a report.  An important case to watch is the 
Waldo Lake case.  The question is:  Can the U.S. Forest Service close the lake to motorized 
vessels?  USFS claims it has the right to manage the lake because they surround the water. 
It was moved and seconded that we send $500.00 to assist CSPA in fighting their legal battles. 
Chuck mentioned again that we need more people in the trenches, get more proactive.

SB 787:  Become educated about this Senate bill.  It has to do with the Feds taking control of 
national waters throughout the country.

Department of Homeland Security:  This organization has the power to take control of our 
waters if national security is in question.  We need to get Rep. Dennis Rehberg involved in 
aviation.  Call your Congressmen and express your concerns.  Also, there is some 



misinformation about the security identification required if you are on a ramp.  If you are 
based in Polson and fly to Missoula, you do not need the ID to move from the ramp to the FBO.

A Homeland Security reminder:   Be sure to file a flight plan going into another country and 
file again going out.  If you need to adjust your flight plan during a trip, you can do so 
electronically.  Be aware of the new rules and be pre-registered.  There is also a website 
(flightplan.com) where you can pay $240/year and have them do it all for you. 

Invasive Species:  There are great concerns about the quagga and zebra mussels found in fresh 
water sources that encrust themselves to hard surfaces.  The primary way that these mussels 
can spread to new habitats is on boats trailered by the public or by commercial haulers. 
Float planes qualify. They are not in Montana yet but be aware and take proper precautions. 
Peter Gross mentioned that weeds are just as bad.  Again, we need to be proactive as we don’t 
want to be perceived as the culprit in any of this.

It was moved and seconded that we discontinue sending membership cards and decals except to 
new members.

Ry Keller of Bigfork offered to create a website for our association.  He will get to work on it 
sometime this summer.

New Officers:  Nominations were made (no, these people just volunteered) to become our 
2009-2010 officers.  They are:  President – Dave Bartholome; Vice President – Peter Gross; 
Secretary – Joanne Kembel; Treasurer – Pat Stene.  Thank you all for stepping up.

Respectfully y submitted,

Dorothy Ashcraft

Outgoing Secretary/Treasurer

 


