
Minutes

June 13, 2007 Meeting

Best Western Kwataqnuk Report

Polson, Montana

Meeting called to order at 12:00 noon.  Twenty-two members were 
present.  Introductions made.

Minutes were approved as read.  Treasurer’s report indicates we 
have $4029.26.

Discussion:  should we give some thought into putting some of our 
monies into an interest bearing account of some sort.  Chuck 
Jarecki reminded us that the UofM Law School bill from research 
done by Burt Hurwitz has not been turned in, so we should leave 
money available for that.  He will email the law school and if we 
do not receive the bill within 30 days, we will disregard future 
payments.  The Columbia SPA has hired attorneys to help them with 
their document and the precedent setting cases and it was 
suggested that we send $500 their way.  It was moved and seconded 
that we do so.  Peter Gross wondered if there were other issues 
that we may want to contribute to but no ideas came forth.

Larry Ashcraft suggested that someone step up to the plate to be 
on the Planning Board for MPA.  It’s great exposure for MSPA.

OLD BUSINESS

Senate Bill 318, which includes immunity for property owners who 
open up their airstrips and water ways for public use, was 
discussed.  Chuck, Larry and Mouri Maurin drove to Helena to 



testify.  Trial lawyers were opposed to the bill, one being a pilot 
himself. 

The BLM is in the planning process for the Missouri Breaks. 
Environmentalists will sue if seaplanes are allowed.  We need to 
give BLM positive reinforcement.

Chuck attended a CSPA meeting in Troutdale.  High on the priority 
list for discussion was Waldo Lake which is south of Portland. 
There are wilderness and national forests on two sides of the 
lake.  The lake is presently closed to seaplanes and other motor 
boats.  Electric boats are permitted.  This was all done by a 
District Ranger.  District Rangers can set policy in Oregon, this 
person gave 30 days public notice very quietly and the closure 
went through.  This is a precedent setting case.

The Recreational Aviation Foundation has published a guide for 
public lands managers and will be mailed out.  These individuals 
need to know all there is to know about aviation.  We need to have 
one developed for the West.

The question came up as to how active is national SPA (McManus). 
This gentleman was at the Stillwater Splash-In in 2006, was very 
impressed with what was happening out here, but we haven’t much 
from him.  Chuck mentioned that there was a December update on 
the Breaks that are still unpublished.  We need more people 
getting involved and we need to become a bigger, unified voice.

Martin Hale brought up the expenses that Larry in incurring as he 
travels to the various meetings around the state.  He felt Larry 
should be reimbursed hotel, fuel and meal bills.  Grace Poloson 
said it is something that our Association voted on many years ago 
and is in place.  So, Larry will backtrack and look for bills paid 
out of pocket.



The dock at Ryker was brought up.  There is $300,000 that has been 
earmarked for the dock but most is earmarked for the agents. 
Government specs are interfering.  We are not getting to the right 
person.  Many feel that there would be more crossings if facility is 
there.  We need to see if the BC pilots are interested and who to 
contact.

Polson seaplane docks are in and ready to go.  

NEW BUSINESS

Larry thanked the Hales and Polosons for the photos they shared 
that we had burned onto a CD.  This will be our show now at the 
MPA Conferences and wherever else we may need it.

Jack Konitz wondered if there is an MSPA poster that could be 
purchased.  There is none, so he volunteered to research that.

John Stene reported on the Alaska Aviation Conference.  He said 
it’s something each of us should attend at some time.  It’s great for 
our kind of flying!  It was held in the FedEx hangar in Anchorage 
and it’s an amazing show.  The show is generally the first weekend 
in May.

We’d love someone to volunteer to organize fly-outs.  Set 
arbitrary dates, email and/or call and see if we can have some fun 
out there.  No one volunteered.  We talked also about having 
local training sessions for seaplane pilots.

A discussion ensued on why closures are happening.  Some of the 
reasons are:  Homeland Security, environmentalists, wilderness 
advocates and arbitrary closings (Don’t ask, don’t tell…)



Martin reminded us of why we became an organization to begin with. 
Education is a focal point.  We need to be good neighbors.  We need 
to be more and more careful with the population base increasing.

John talked about the seaplane docks.  The Tribe and City wanted 
to re-do Salish Point and move the docks to the fairgrounds.  This 
topic raised its ugly head again this last December as to potential 
lack of use of the docks.  John stated that the docks need to show 
frequent use.  We need to make our presence known.  If there is 
not enough use, the docks will be closed down and the water 
could be designated “no wake zone.”  So, whenever you’re out and 
about, remember to touch down and pull in.

Chuck brought up the need to work on our Code and Ethics.  It was 
moved and seconded that Martin take on that task.  It should be 
kept to a one page document.

User fees:  Talk to legislators!  We will find ourselves in the same 
boat as Europe if we don’t, having to pay wherever we land.

Dates to remember:

Yellowknife:  July 13-15

Great Falls Riverfest:  July 14

Stillwater:  Bill Montgomery invited everyone up for a wedding 
party on June 23 in the late afternoon.  Lots of food and music.  

                     August 1-5:  there will be a series of music events. 
New docks are in and we are invited to come over any time, camp 
out and make use of the facilities.

Two random topics:

*the crash around Townsend.  Media distortions were rampant!



*satellite phones service going downhill rapidly.  Global Star 
Service is rebooting satellites and until this is done, our service is 
marginal.  

Nominations were made for next year.  It was moved and seconded 
that we vote on the nominations which were:

President:  Larry Ashcraft

Vice President:  Bob Kembel

Secretary/Treasurer:  Dorothy Ashcraft (who announced this 
would be her last tour of duty)

Meeting adjourned at 3:00.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Ashcraft

24723 Evening Star Lane

Bigfork, MT  59911

Phone:  (406)982-3366

Email:  dashcraft@centurytel.net


